
 
Australian Pharmacist Guidelines for authors of research papers 
Australian Pharmacist is the official journal of the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Australia and the leading publication in Australia for education and best 
practice for practising pharmacists. Each month it publishes continuing 
professional development, clinical reviews and special interest columns; as well 
as news, commentary and debate on issues affecting the pharmacy profession 
across the nation. It also publishes original research. 
 
Submission of manuscripts 
Submission of manuscripts reporting original research, particularly relating to 
the practice of pharmacy in Australia, is encouraged. These articles must be 
offered exclusively, and conform to the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts 
Submitted to Biomedical Journals as set down by the International Committee 
of Medical Journal Editors. 
Manuscripts should include an abstract, author details and contact details for 
correspondence. They should not be more than 3,500 words in length (not 
including references, tables and figures) and should follow a standard format of: 
introduction, method, results, and conclusion/discussion.  
Authors are should send their manuscripts via email, in Word format. At the 
head of the article, include the author’s/authors’ name/s, relevant qualifications 
and positions held.  
Do not use headers or footers, automatic referencing or footnotes. Include a 
separate word count – as close as possible to the above mentioned word count – 
for the manuscript proper. Tables and figures should be submitted in electronic 
format as separate files, not embedded in the Word document containing the 
main manuscript.  
 
Referencing 
Referencing is in the Vancouver style, with journal names abbreviated. Personal 
communication, unpublished texts and web site addresses should be included in 
the list of references. 
Manuscripts must be written in concise English with spelling following the 
Macquarie Dictionary (The Macquarie Library, Sydney). Generic names should 
be used for medications where possible, and all measurements given in SI units. 

 
Conflict of interest 
Any source of financial or other support, or professional positions and 
relationships, which may cause a conflict must be declared along with 
submission of the manuscript, and may be published at the discretion of the 
Editor. 
 
Peer review 
All research manuscripts are peer reviewed by appropriate pharmacy academics. 
All reviewing is blinded, both for the reviewer and the author. Publication is 
dependent on successful peer review, with the final decision resting with the 



Editor. Any revisions required or suggested will be discussed with the author, 
with the author expected to make any required revisions.  
 
Andrew Daniels 
Editor 
Australian Pharmacist 
December 2006 
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